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WHAT’S HAPPENING THIS WEEK 
DECEMBER 2 - 8, 2016 

 

 

PERFORMING ARTS 
 

A SWINGING, SINGING HOLIDAY  
Downing-Gross Cultural Arts Center 

December 2; 7:30 pm 

Spread holiday cheer with the gift of music!  2410 Wickham Avenue, 757-247-8950, 

www.downinggross.org.   

 

SIRIUSXM PRESENTS THE BRIAN SETZER ORCHESTRA’S 13TH ANNUAL 

“CHRISTMAS ROCKS!” TOUR 
Ferguson Center for the Arts 

December 2; 8 p.m. 

The iconic guitarist, songwriter, vocalist and three-time Grammy Award winner Brian Setzer and 

his 19-piece orchestra whip up a huge dose of retro holiday cheer with their Christmas Rocks! 

Tour presented by SiriusXM. The acclaimed show also features music from their latest Christmas 

album, “Rockin’ Rudolph,” their three other best-selling holiday albums, as well as original 

Brian Setzer hits. Consistently cited as one of the world’s greatest living guitarists, Setzer’s 

trademark guitar work and vocal stylings are matched with the Brian Setzer Orchestra’s rockin’ 

big-band horn arrangements—an unbeatable combination guaranteed to rock you into the holiday 

spirit!  Do Not Miss This Show!! 1 Avenue of the Arts, 757-594-8752, www.fergusoncenter.org.  

 

A SOUTHERN CHRISTMAS CAROL  
Peninsula Community Theatre 

December 2 – 4; 8 p.m. on Friday and Saturday, 2:30 p.m. on Sunday   

In A Southern Christmas Carol, award-winning playwright Rob Lauer moves the classic tale of 

Scrooge from 1840’s London to Depression-era rural Georgia during the height of Jim Crow 

laws. “Though most of the world knows how Dickens’ story ends, Lauer did such an excellent 

job of tailoring the original story to fit the South that one is eager to see how this story will end,” 

The Albany Herald enthused; “Meant to explore some Southern themes like agriculture, racism, 

and poverty, Lauer pays close attention to detail: … biscuits, square dancing, gospel singing, 

Southern hostility, hospitality ‘ain’ts’, and hope chests, pork and collards.” It’s sure to be a new 

holiday favorite for patrons of all ages. 10251 Warwick Boulevard, 757-595-5728, 

www.pctlive.org.  

 

 
 

 

 

http://www.downinggross.org/
http://www.fergusoncenter.org/
http://www.pctlive.org/


 

SPECIAL EVENTS AT NEWPORT NEWS ATTRACTIONS 

 

COMMUNITY DAY  
The Mariners’ Museum  

December 3 

Explore your History, Discover your Story at The Mariners’ Museum this Saturday! 

The Mariners’ Museum & Park is celebrating the local community with a special Community 

Day where admission is only $5 per person and children three and under are free. Bring the entire 

family to explore the USS Monitor Center, handcrafted ship models, maritime paintings, rare 

figureheads, small craft from around the world and much more! This offer is for Hampton Roads 

residents only. Proof of residency is required to get the discounted rate and no other discounts 

apply. 100 Museum Drive, 757-596-2222, www.marinersmuseum.org.  

 

HOLLYDAZZLE 
City Center at Oyster Point 

December 3; 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. 

The City of Newport News is ushering in the holidays with the 13th Annual Hollydazzle, 

Hampton Roads' most unique holiday event. Bring your family and friends to City Center at 

Oyster Point for this free family event. Enjoy activities and entertainment leading up to the 

spectacular light show with fireworks and special effects and the lighting of the 45-foot tree 

beginning at 7:45 p.m. Town Center Drive, 757-926-1400, www.nnva.gov.  

 

HISTORIC AND NATURAL HOLIDAY DECORATIONS WORKSHOP  
Endview Plantation 

December 3; 1 p.m. to 3 p.m.  

Bring some of the region’s history home by learning how to create period holiday décor. 

Participants will make wreaths, pine roping and Christmas ornaments using the same techniques 

and nature’s bounty available to eighteenth and nineteenth-century inhabitants of the area. This 

workshop is being led by the Peninsula Master Gardeners. The $9.00 program fee includes 

supplies as well as a tour of the historic house museum. Advance registration required by calling 

(757) 887-1862 or email endview@nnva.gov. Space is limited to 12 participants so make your 

reservation soon! 362 Yorktown Road, 757-887-1862, www.endview.org.  

 

FREE ADMISSION WEEKEND 
Peninsula Fine Arts Center 

December 3 – 4 

Enjoy free admission on the first full weekend of each month!  101 Museum Drive, 757-596-

8175, www.pfac-va.org.  

 

BIRD WALK 
Newport News Park  

December 4; 7 a.m. 

The Hampton Roads Bird Club has monitored the bird population of Newport News Park since 

1965! Join club members in Picnic Area 1 for some early morning birding. Be prepared to car 

pool to different areas of the park. Beginners are welcome! Binoculars and field guides 

recommended. 13560 Jefferson Avenue, 757-886-7912, www.nnparks.com.  

 

 

 

 
 

http://www.marinersmuseum.org/
http://www.nnva.gov/
mailto:endview@nnva.gov
http://www.endview.org/
http://www.pfac-va.org/
http://www.nnparks.com/


SUNDAY FUNDAY 
Peninsula Fine Arts Center 

December 4; Noon to 4 p.m. 

On Sunday Funday you’re invited to explore our galleries on your level – special Hands-On For 

Kids Panel copy is hung at preschool eye level for our youngest visitors; our Hands-On For Kids 

Gallery is stocked with art supplies to create your own masterpiece; Gallery Hosts will be on site 

with fun facts and to answer questions as you explore the galleries on your own in a family 

friendly environment; scavenger hunts and Hands-On For Kids Gallery Guides are available at 

the front desk. Don’t forget to turn in your completed scavenger hunt for a Junior Art Detective 

Certificate! Designed for our Preschool-aged art lovers and their families. 101 Museum Drive, 

757-596-8175, www.pfac-va.org.  

 

PEARL HARBOR DAY MEMORIAL CEREMONY  
Virginia War Museum  

December 7; 4 p.m. 

This annual event features a wreath-laying ceremony at the Pearl Harbor Survivors Association 

monument on the grounds adjacent to the museum. 9285 Warwick Boulevard,  

757-247-8523, www.warmuseum.org.  

 

ART AFTER DARK: PFAC REVOLUTION 
Peninsula Fine Arts Center 

December 8; 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. 

Come experience the REVOLUTION in a interactive, mixed up tour where anything goes. This 

FREE event is recommended for ages 18+. Distillery Tastings from Chesapeake Bay Distillery, 

live music in the galleries by Soup a hip hop producer and 60s and 70s Soul + Funk DJ, cash bar 

with beer and wine and more. 101 Museum Drive, 757-596-8175, www.pfac-va.org.  

 

FALL LECTURE SERIES: INFAMY – THE JAPANESE ATTACK ON PEARL HARBOR 
The Mariners’ Museum 

December 8; 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. 

2016 marks the 75th anniversary of the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, one of the pivotal events 

of the 20th century and indeed of world history because it changed the course and possibly even 

the outcome of World War II. This talk, presented by Dr. Craig L. Symonds, will discuss the 

reasons why Japan chose to make the fateful decision to attack, what and how much the 

Americans knew or suspected, and details of the attack itself from the point of view of both sides. 

Symonds is a Professor of History Emeritus at the United States Naval Academy and is the 

author or editor of 28 books. 100 Museum Drive, 757-596-2222, www.marinersmuseum.org.  

 

ST. NICK AT ENDVIEW  
Endview Plantation 

December 8 – 9; 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. 

Let your child experience the magic of an 1861 Christmas through a visit with St. Nick. Private 

family sessions create the perfect setting for seasonal photo opportunities in a historic setting. 

Craft activities are offered before the visit. Parents are to bring a wrapped present for their child 

and a non-perishable food item to donate to a local food bank. 362 Yorktown Road, 757-887-

1862, www.endview.org.  
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ANTEBELLUM HOLIDAYS  
Lee Hall Mansion  

December 8 – 31 

Guests step back in time to enjoy the wonder and elegance of Christmas during the early 

Victorian era. The mansion is replete with all of the finery and seasonal décor commonly 

available to families such as the Lees in the years before the Civil War. Learn about nineteenth 

century holiday traditions as well as how the Lee family would have celebrated Christmas. The 

holiday themed tour is included with the price of regular admission. 163 Yorktown Road, 757-

888-3371, www.leehall.org.  

 

WILD GIFTS FOR THE HOLIDAY  
Virginia Living Museum  

Continuing through December 23 

The Virginia Living Museum’s Wild Things Museum Store introduces “Wild Gifts for the 

Holidays,” a collection of unusual and affordable nature-related items for all ages, including eco-

friendly clothing, plush toys, and stationery. Favorites include easy reader books, learning games, 

socks and hoodies, cuddly stuffed animals, home decor and hand-made jewelry - all themed to 

reflect Virginia’s native wildlife. Many items are unique, being created especially for the 

museum. 524 J. Clyde Morris Boulevard, 757-595-1900, www.thevlm.org.  

 

ARTFUL GIVING: A HOLIDAY POP-UP GIFT SHOP 
Peninsula Fine Arts Center 

Continuing through December 31 

101 Museum Drive, 757-596-8175, www.pfac-va.org.  

 

LASER HOLIDAYS 
Virginia Living Museum 

Continuing through December 31 

Get into the holiday spirit with the music of the season and dazzling laser effects! Featuring 

classic holiday favorites like Burl Ives’ “Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer,” modern hits like 

Randy Travis’ “Jingle Bell Rock,” and unique reimaginings of timeless songs like Enya’s 

beautiful “Oiche Chiun (Silent Night),” this delightful program is fun for the whole family. It’s 

an animated Christmas light display like no other you’ve ever seen! Recommended for ages 6 

and above. Days and times vary. $4 in addition to museum admission. Detailed schedule at 

thevlm.org. The museum is closed Thanksgiving, Dec. 24 and 25. 

524 J. Clyde Morris Boulevard, 757-595-1900, www.thevlm.org.  

 

STAR OF WONDER: THE MYSTERY OF THE CHRISTMAS STAR 
Virginia Living Museum  

Continuing through December 31 

Experience the journey of the Magi around you in the Virginia Living Museum’s state-of-the-art 

digital planetarium theater! Since 1965, the museum has journeyed in the footsteps of the magi. 

Over the years, the scientific thinking has changed, archeology has revealed new clues, and our 

understanding of who the magi might actually have been has grown. The show was completely 

revised in 2008 to offer a truly immersive look at the journey of the magi while examining the 

latest clues and seeking once more to understand the appearance of the Star of Bethlehem. Days 

and times vary. 524 J. Clyde Morris Boulevard, 757-595-1900, www.thevlm.org.  
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24TH ANNUAL CELEBRATION IN LIGHTS  
Newport News Park  

Continuing through January 1, 2017; 5:30 p.m. to 10 p.m. 

Celebration in Lights, Virginia’s first drive-through holiday light event, opens for its 24th season 

on Thanksgiving night (November 24, 2016).  Newport News Park will be transformed by over 

800,000 individual lights, creating animated holiday and fanciful scenes. 13560 Jefferson 

Avenue, 757-886-7912, www.nnparks.com.  

 

100 MILES OF LIGHTS 
Various venues in Newport News & Richmond to Virginia Beach  

Continuing through January 1, 2017 

Come share the glow of the season and experience millions of lights and hundreds of events from 

Virginia's capital city to the Atlantic Ocean. The region will glitter and glow, sparkle and shine 

with lights, lights and more lights. 100 Miles of Lights features holiday events and activities 

from Richmond to Virginia Beach. Drive-through and walk-through light shows, lighted boat 

parades, city illuminations, festivals, parades, living history re-enactments, caroling, dining 

events, music and dance are among the many activities occurring throughout the region from 

Thanksgiving to New Year's Day. 757-886-7777, www.100milesoflights.com.  

 

MIRADAS: ANCIENT ROOTS IN MODERN AND CONTEMPORARY MEXICAN ART 

WORKS  
Peninsula Fine Arts Center 

Continuing through January 8, 2017 

101 Museum Drive, 757-596-8175, www.pfac-va.org.  

 

POLYNESIAN VOYAGERS  
The Mariners’ Museum  

Continuing through June 11, 2017 

In collaboration with Hawaiian educators, the Hokule’a crew and staff, and the Polynesian 

community, this new exhibition is designed to evoke the feeling of what it is to be a voyager. 

Guests will encounter displays demonstrating the origin of the Polynesian culture and community 

and how they are inherently maritime focused. With an emphasis on navigational techniques that 

precede technology, the exhibition will guide visitors through the story of exploration and 

settlement of the vast Pacific islands. Polynesian Voyagers will feature the traditional supplies 

and methods encountered on a Polynesian voyaging canoe, and guests will be able to listen to 

Polynesian chants that would have been used in ancient times to share history among 

civilizations without a common language. 100 Museum Drive, 757-596-2222, 

www.marinersmuseum.org.  

 

 

RESTAURANTS AND CLUBS 
 

JAZZ FRIDAY: FORTE BAND 
The Train Station 

December 2; 7 p.m. 

2295 Harbor Road  

(757) 247-7512 

www.thetrainstation757.com   

 

 

 

http://www.nnparks.com/
http://www.visitrichmondva.com/travel-professionals/tour-itineraries/holidayitinerary/
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SEA OF SOULS 
Hoss’s Deli  

December 2; 9:30 p.m. 

806 Old Oyster Point Road 

(757) 596-9104 

www.hosssdeli.com  

 

THE LCV PROJECT 
Aromas 

December 2; 7 p.m. 

706 Town Center Drive 

(757) 240-4650  

www.aromasworld.com  

 

KEVIN LEE 
Cozzy’s Comedy Club 

December 2; 9 p.m.  

December 3; 8 p.m. and 10:30 p.m. 

9700 Warwick Boulevard 

(757) 595-2800 

www.cozzys.com  

 

BJ GRIFFIN AND THE GALAXY GROOVE 
Manhattans Deli  

December 3; 9:30 p.m. 

601 Thimble Shoals Boulevard 

(757) 873-0555 

www.manhattansdeli.com  

 

PRIDEMORE 
Hoss’s Deli  

December 3; 9:30 p.m. 

806 Old Oyster Point Road 

(757) 596-9104 

www.hosssdeli.com  

 

SUNDAY FUNNIES 
Cozzy’s Comedy Club 

December 4; 8 p.m.  

9700 Warwick Boulevard 

(757) 595-2800 

www.cozzys.com  

 

BRANDON BOWER 
Hoss’s Deli  

December 5; 8 p.m.  

806 Old Oyster Point Road 

(757) 596-9104 

www.hosssdeli.com  

 

MUSIC OPEN MIC 

http://www.hosssdeli.com/
http://www.aromasworld.com/
http://www.cozzys.com/
http://www.manhattansdeli.com/
http://www.hosssdeli.com/
http://www.cozzys.com/
http://www.hosssdeli.com/


Cozzy’s Comedy Club 

December 5; 7:30 p.m.  

9700 Warwick Boulevard 

(757) 595-2800 

www.cozzys.com  

 

JAMMIN’ ON THE JAMES 
The Train Station  

December 6; 7 p.m. 

2295 Harbor Road  

(757) 247-7512 

www.thetrainstation757.com   

 

OPEN MIC NIGHT 
Aromas 

December 7; 7 p.m. 

706 Town Center Drive 

(757) 240-4650  

www.aromasworld.com  

 

SNACKBAR JONES 
Hoss’s Deli  

December 7; 9 p.m. 

806 Old Oyster Point Road 

(757) 596-9104 

www.hosssdeli.com  

 

Comedy Open Mic 

Cozzy’s Comedy Club 

December 8; 8:30 p.m.  

9700 Warwick Boulevard 

(757) 595-2800 

www.cozzys.com  

 

UNITED SOULS 
Manhattans Deli  

December 8; 9:30 p.m. 

601 Thimble Shoals Boulevard 

(757) 873-0555 

www.manhattansdeli.com  

 

 

 
NOTE: This calendar was compiled based on information submitted to the Newport News Tourism Development Office by the 

Newport News tourism industry. All events are subject to cancellation and date and time changes. Attraction operating hours, as 

well as admission and event fees, are subject to change without notice. Please contact event planners directly to confirm 

information. Additional Newport News events can be found online at www.newport-news.org. 
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